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May 21, 2021 
 
 
To Staff and the Twin Rivers School Community, 
 
During the pandemic, as we all worked to implement the public health guidelines for 
physical distancing, many of us began to work remotely. This included our Board of Trustees. 
Typically, our Board of Trustees meets in-person at our District offices every other Tuesday 
evening to conduct the work of the District in public. 
  
When we shifted our meetings from in-person to online, we allowed people to submit their 
comments and questions in writing in advance of the Board meeting, and they were all read 
aloud and into the record at the meeting.   
  
We are changing this practice, effective at the next school board meeting on Tuesday, May 
25, and want to make sure that members of our school community – employees, families, 
students and the community at-large—are aware of the process that can now be used to 
offer public comments. Members of our school community are welcome to continue sending 
email messages to the Board of Trustees, however, if you want your thoughts to be heard, 
you must plan to attend (virtually) and address the Board verbally.  
  
We will continue to livestream our school board meetings:  
  

 Here’s the link to our Twin Rivers YouTube channel for school board meetings. 
  

 Click HERE for information on the new process for live comments via Zoom during 
school board meetings. 

 

Like the process that was followed at in-person meetings, all speakers are asked to keep 
their comments to 2 minutes or less, in accordance with Board Bylaws. This allows the Board 
to hear from the public and ensure that it runs an efficient meeting, so that it can tend to 
the important business of the District. 
 
The historic importance of conducting our business in public is essential to our democracy. 
Sharing meeting agendas ensures the public knows what the Board will be discussing and 
how tax dollars will be allocated. Hearing from the public allows our Board to consider the 
concerns, thoughts and priorities of the public they serve. We always encourage our school 
community to engage in the important work of keeping our schools strong. 
 
Face Coverings  
 
The news that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said that face coverings 
are not required has raised a lot of questions and some confusion.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUSRJt2BCR5xabdykD44nEQ/featured
https://www.twinriversusd.org/documents/IETS/Board%20Meeting%20Documents/PublicCommentProcess_All3Languages.pdf
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I want to restate and reinforce that we will continue to follow the guidance provided by the Sacramento 
County Department of Public Health, and they are currently asking everyone to continue to mask up, 
regardless of vaccination status. Please remember that taking these preventative steps can help us continue 
to improve public health, which is so important to our return to full-time, in-person instruction in August. We 
will continue to update you as the guidance changes. 
 
The idea of a school year where we are all coming back to campus, where we reconnect, is so important to 
our staff and students, so I respectfully ask that you take seriously the steps that you can take to care for 
your health and the health of others. 
  

Around TR 

Twin Rivers Unified School District (TRUSD) prides itself on providing a safe environment for students, faculty 
and our community to learn, attend events and, when appropriate, utilize our facilities.  
 
This summer, TRUSD is taking proactive measures to create a long-term solution to the aging water pipes and 
plumbing fixtures at Grant Union High School (Grant). Beginning June 5, 2021, we will temporarily close 
Grant’s campus for all operations and public traffic while we undergo construction on critical water 
infrastructure upgrades which will ensure our students, staff and faculty have access to quality, reliable water 
on campus. While the campus is closed, we will also complete additional maintenance upgrades and 
renovations. 
 
The closure includes the restriction of public, staff and student access to all facilities on campus, including the 
aquatic center and sports facilities. We recognize that this temporary closure at Grant will impact students, 
faculty, staff and the community in different ways; however, we appreciate your patience and understanding 
as we work to complete this critical infrastructure project on an aggressive timeline so we can welcome our 
Pacers back to campus in the Fall.  
 
For more information, we invite you to read our Frequently Asked Questions (Spanish) (Hmong), or attend 
our virtual Town Hall Meeting at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, May 27, 2021. Zoom link to join the meeting.    
 
For many decades, TRUSD has provided an exceptional public education experience at more than 50 schools 
in the greater Sacramento region. The health and safety of our students, faculty and staff is a top priority, and 
we will continue making necessary infrastructure adjustments across the District to invest in the safety and 
well-being of the Twin Rivers community. 
 
Respectfully,  

 
Steve Martinez, Ed.D. 
Superintendent, Twin Rivers Unified 
 
Every Student, Every Day. Leaving No One Behind! 
 
 

https://www.twinriversusd.org/documents/Communications/Grant%20Water%20Project/Grant%20Union%20High%20School_FAQ%20Summer%20Campus%20Closure%20ENG.pdf
https://www.twinriversusd.org/documents/Communications/Grant%20Water%20Project/Grant%20Union%20High%20School%20FAQ%20Summer%20Campus%20Closure%20SPAN.pdf
https://www.twinriversusd.org/documents/Communications/Grant%20Water%20Project/Grant%20Union%20High%20School%20FAQ%20Summer%20Campus%20Closure%20HMONG.pdf
https://twinriversusd-org.zoom.us/j/92540461723#success

